
short write-up concerning 2011 activities and/or 2012 
planning.  We intend to publish these in the next news-
letter so that all our members are aware of ongoing and 
future activities.  For the newsletter all members are 
invited to submit articles, anecdotes or photos con-
cerning any aspect of the shooting sports; hunting, 
technical issues, historical, land access and so forth. 

This year will be critical for NMSSA since many posi-
tions will have to be filled.  The By-Laws restrict the 
President to 2 terms and many of the members who 
hold current position and have done so for some time 
will need to be replaced.   For instance, Karma has 
been the treasurer for 11 years and has a desire for 
someone else to take over.  We need to attract the 
younger members to our various board positions, espe-
cially developing knowledge to assist in legislative ac-
tivities as specific issues arise.  Elections will be final-
ized as well as potential formation of committees and 
alternatives to help deal with association activities.  
Bring your ideas! 

A òLegislator Shootó has been set up at Calibers in 
Albuquerque on the 8th of January, 2012 with an 11am 
start and ending around 3pm.  The event is open to all 
legislators and members.  Members with NRA instruc-
tor credentials will be needed to help those unfamiliar 
with firearms.  Any legislator that wants to experience 
the difference between a self-loading firearm and a 
fully automatic type will be able to do so. 

This year we will have a door prize at the annual meet-
ing, a Beeman air rifle, both .17 and .22 caliber having 
interchangeable barrels in a nice carrying case.  Please 
fill out the election form and the annual meeting and 
lunch reservation form.  The drawing will be at the end 
of the meeting.   

Send election form, annual meeting and/or lunch fees 
and payment to:  Karma Whelchel, P.O. box 30850, 
Albuquerque, NM 87190 

 

 I put in for a grant to NRA/Clubs for 
about $5600 and received word that of all the activ-
ities requested we would get $2400 slated to be 
used for software, web costs and other items relat-
ing to our website and newsletter. Funding is very 
important and various ways to accomplish this is 
open for your ideas.  For instance the gun raffles 
done this year.  Of course both block and state 
funding from the NRA need to be aggressively 
pursued. 

On 7 November we had an executive Board meet-
ing to discuss several issues the most important 
being our lobbying arrangement and requirements.  
As a result of that meeting we will see some correc-
tive actions taken including better and timelier 
communications back to our legislative officers 
during legislative sessions.  The board approved;  
the use of the $2400 per above, approval for a door 
prize at the annual meeting, a continuation of our 
raffle efforts (Karma and Bob Whelchel prime 
movers), expenditure for NMSSA flyers,  and ac-
quisition of brassards (shoulder patches). 

The annual meeting, January 14, 2012 will begin at 
9:30 am, guest and member speakers will start after 
the introduction followed by the business meeting, 
likely after lunch.  There are several issues to dis-
cuss during the business meeting.  One of the main 
issues is setting up several shoots during the year in 
state quadrants with one having an executive meet-
ing associated with it.  The first may be set up in 
Las Cruces where new facilities have been installed.   
I would like to see a shoot at Whittington Center, 
perhaps silhouette and other shooting which is 
available such as trap and skeet at very reasonable 
prices.  Overnight stays at the center are very rea-
sonable and the drive to town is about 15 minutes. 

Board members and officers are asked to bring a 

Presidents Input By Anthony Trennel 

President, NMSSA 

2nd Quarter 2010 
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Annual Meeting  

& Election Flyer  

LEGISLATOR SHOOT 
Caliberôs Indoor Shooting Range,  

Sunday, January 8, 2012. 11:00am to 3:00pm 

If attending please RSVP to karmaw@howardcpa.com or ttrennel@msn.com 
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 A Call to Arms  
By Paul Lisle , Legislative Affairs  

 In a little over two 

months, the NM Legislature will meet for 

their short 30-day budget session. The 

last 60-day regular session ended without 

getting any of our legislation passed.  On 

November 7th, we had a meeting be-

tween the NRA and NMSSA to discuss 

our goals for 2012 and beyond, and how 

to better coordinate our communication 

and lobbying effort.  It was determined 

that the lobbying team working in the 

Roundhouse is one of the best we could 

have.  The team consists of Tara Mica 

(NRA-ILAôs regional representative), Joe 

Thompson (NMSSA lobbyist paid for 

through a state assistance grant received 

from NRA-ILA), and Steve Aikens (an 

NMSSA member, CCW instructor and 

volunteer like myself, who spends many 

days of the legislative session in Santa Fe 

in committee hearing rooms waiting for 

our bills to be heard.)  They will keep me 

and Gerald Baker posted on when bills 

get introduced, update us on their pro-

gress during the upcoming session, and 

let us know when they need grassroots 

support at the capitol.   

            There are about a dozen changes 

that could be made to improve NM gun 

laws and better secure our Second 

Amendment rights.  However, key mem-

bers of House and Senate leadership and 

committee chairs who are opposed to our 

bills were successful in blocking some of 

the most important ones this past ses-

sion.  These included Castle Doctrine 

bills and legislation allowing CCW licen-

sees to go into a restaurant that serves 

liquor and enjoy a meal.  These oppo-

nents will still occupy those key positions 

in the upcoming short session, so we are 

looking at pursuing a couple of less-

controversial (if there is such a thing) gun 

bills starting in January.  I will report 

more on those to you in my next column. 

            Earlier this fall, Tara Mica re-

quested State Rep. Jimmie Hall (R-

Albuquerque) to draft a letter to ATF 

requesting information on what specific 

changes ï if any ï need to be made to 

New Mexicoôs carry law so that CCW 

licensees will be exempt from the NICS 

background check requirement when 

purchasing firearms from licensed deal-

ers.  Both Tara and I have contacted ATF 

on this subject and never could get an 

answer.  When I called ATF, they told 

me I had to first get approval from the 

FBI.  When I called the FBI, they told me 

I had to first get approval from ATF.  An 

inquiry from one of our elected officials 

might finally produce an answer on this 

matter. 

            This came over the internet with-

out any confirming backup.  I am passing 

it along because there may be some truth 

to it.  Gun manufacturing companies are 

being bought reportedly by company 

called ñThe Freedom Groupò.  The gun 

manufactures include Bushmaster, Mar-

lin, Remington, DPMS, Dakota Arms 

and H&R.  Some people are worried that 

The Freedom Group could control most 

of the firearms companies in the United 

States.  What better way to decide who to 

sell or not sell guns to then by owning the 

gun companies.  And who owns The 

Freedom Group?  It is reportedly owned 

by Cerberus Capital Management which 

is controlled by George Soros, one of the 

most evil men on this planet who wants 

to restrict or ban all civilian guns. 

            It gives all gun dealers a bad 

name when one gun dealer breaks the law 

by selling guns that went to the Mexican 

drug Cartels.  As you probably read in 

the Albuquerque Journal, Rick Reese, his 

wife Terri and his two sons were arrested 

in Deming on such charges.  I know Rick 

very well and consider him a friend. At 

gun shows Rick and I had long talks on 

how careful we had to be selling guns in 

southern New Mexico so that we did not 

sell to a straw buyer that was buying for 

the drug cartels.  If the charges against 

Rick and his family are proven true in 

court, Rick and his familyôs life is ruined 

and they will spend many years in pris-

on.  Rick owned New Deal Shooting 

Sports, and was one of the largest gun 

dealers in southern New Mexico.  If the 

charges against Rick prove to be true, I 

will never understand why Rick would 

risk a profitable business, his family and 

his freedom to make a few extra dollars 

selling guns to the Mexican drug cartel.  

There is a group in Las Cruces headed by 

Bev Courtney that believes the case 

against Rick stinks and they are raising 

funds for Rick and his familyôs defense.  

Bev is the founder and president of 

American Gun Culture Club. They be-

lieve that Rick might have been caught 

up in the ófast and furiousô scandal which 

lead to gun dealers in Arizona being told 

by the ATF to sell guns to the drug cartel 

straw buyers.  For more information con-

tact Bev at bevyco@gmail.com.  

            No Manôs life, liberty, or property 

is safe while the legislature is in session. 

ï Mark Twain (1866). 

            Do not leave home without your 

cell phone and licensed concealed carry 

gun.  I donôt. 

mailto:bevyco@gmail.com
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EDITORS NOTE:  
We have attached the email flyer below as an informational for our readers. The NMSSA does not endorse any candidate and the last sen-

tence should be considered carefully in relation to the entire candidate list and number of positions to fill.  
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 NRA registered High Power Regional Championship  
By Bill Rodolph, High Power Rifle 

 On September 9, 10 and 11, the 

Capitan Hi Power Shooting Club spon-

sored the Regional at Capitan.  An NRA 

registered High Power Regional Champi-

onship.  Friday morning saw the start of 

matches with a 2 X 600 yard match.  

Two 20 shot matches were shot at 600 

yards, one with any sight and one with 

iron sights.  Bill Rodolph of Alto, NM 

was match winner with a fine 199-19X.  

Paul Myers from Alamogordo won the 

combined expert/sharpshooter class with 

a 385-10 and Darrell Butt from Big 

Springs, Tx. won the marksman class 

with a 337-3. 

Friday afternoon was the team match.  

Each team is a 4 man team and the course 

of fire consists of each team member 

shooting 10 shots slow fire offhand at 

200 yards, 10 shot rapid fire prone from 

300 yards and 10 shots slow fire prone 

from 600 yards.  Team Texacal consist-

ing of Bob Gill from Visalia, Ca., Mike 

Carter from Lubbock, Tx., Darrell Butt 

and Andrew Prince from Big Springs, 

Tx. beat The Rays by a single point 

shooting a 1046-7 on a very breezy after-

noon. 

Saturday is the Regional Championship.  

The first match of the day is the offhand 

match shot at 200 yards from the stand-

ing position, slow fire.  Ron Zerr of El 

Paso, Tx. was match winner with a smok-

ing 196-5.  The high master class was 

won by Bob Gill with a 193-8 and in the 

master class Tim Pacheco, from Ignacio, 

Co. was first with a 191-2.  The expert 

class was won by Jeff Schnieder, from 

Tucson, Az. with a 182-2.  The sharp-

shooter class was won by Mike Carter of 

Lubbock, Tx. with a 176-1 and in the 

marksman class, Daniel Castelo from Las 

Cruces, NM was tops with a 171-1. 

The second match of the day is the sitting 

rapid fire match shot at 200 yards.  Ron 

Zerr was again match winner tying the 

range record with a 200-15.  The high 

master class was won by Neil Jensen 

from Las Vegas, Nv. with a 199-7 and 

the master class was won by Steve Davis 

of Albuquerque, NM with a 199-8.  In 

the expert class Jeff Schneider was first 

with a 197-8 and the sharpshooter class 

was won by Scott Landry of Alamogor-

do, NM with a 186-2.  The marksman 

class was won by Daniel Castello with a 

190-1. 

Third match of the day is the 300 yard 

rapid fire prone match.  This match was 

won by Neil Jensen with a 200-8.  The 

high master class was won by Ron Zerr 

with a 199-13.  In the master class, Paul 

Myers was tops with a 197-6 and win-

ning the expert class was Gary McCoy 

from Lubbock, Tx. with a 194-4.  The 

sharpshooter class was won by Mike 

Carter with a 194-2 and winning the 

marksman class was Darrell Butt with a 

191-2. 

The last fired match of the day is the 600 

yard slow fire match shot from the prone 

position.  Ron Zerr was match winner 

with a 199-13.  Winning the high master 

class was Neil Jensen with a 197-13 and 

taking first place in the master class was 

Tim Barlow from Colorado Springs, Co. 

with a 187-5.  The expert class was won 

by Steve Jones of Capitan, NM with a 

186-3 and in the sharpshooter class Mike 

Carter was first with a 179-5.  In the 

marksman class, Darrell Butt was first 

with a 172-0. 

The aggregate of the 4 fired matches 

determines the Regional champion.  In 

the marksman class, Daniel Castelo took 

top honors with a 691-3.  The sharp-

shooter class was won by Mike Carter 

with an outstanding 732-8.  In the expert 

class, Gary Shaver from Ruidoso, NM 

was tops with a 741-11 and in the master 

class, Tim Pacheco was the winner with a 

768-19.  Overall bronze medal went to 

Bob Gill with a 782-29, silver medal 

went to Neil Jensen with a 782-35 (Xôs 

do count) and the gold medal and Re-

gional Champion went to Ron Zerr with a 

very fine 794-46. 

Special thanks go to Jerry King, chief 

range officer, Steven Wright, chief pit 

officer, Tammy Myers and Sha Lene 

Rodolph our outstanding stat officers. 

Sunday is leg match day, where service 

rifle shooters compete for ñleg pointsò in 

quest of the coveted Distinguished Rifle-

man badge.  Shooters shoot a 50 shot no 

sighter match with their service rifles at 

200, 300 and 600 yards.  This year, the 

match was won by and he also earned 8 

leg points, Mike Carter.  A 6 point leg 

was also earned by Robert Craig. 

The Capitan Hi Power Shooting Club 

would like to thanks to all the shooters 

who attended the match this year and 

hope they return next year. 

EDITORS RETRACTION: 
Folks, in the last news letter I mentioned that Calibers was the only indoors range in New Mexico and that statement was incorrect.  We 

have at least two and maybe more. If you are aware of any others, please let me know. Therefore I offer my apologies to Tina's Range 

Gear in Santa Fe www.tinasrangegear.org and to any others who I may have missed in my ignorance. Now lets all show them our sup-

port! -Editor 

http://www.tinasrangegear.org
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 SHOT Show  
By Bill Swantner,  CMP Coordinator 

 Each January, the National 

Shooting Sports Foundation sponsors a 

trade show known as the SHOT 

(Shooting, Hunting, and Outdoor Trades) 

Show:  www.shotshow.org.   It is not a 

gun show, but rather a venue for intro-

ducing new products and for discussions 

among manufacturers, distributors, and 

retailers.  It is not open to the public and 

almost no merchandise changes hands.  

About forty thousand attendees from 

around the world attend. Although the 

title might be interpreted to include fish-

ing and boating, there are no exhibitors 

with boats and very few, if any, exhibi-

tors with fishing tackle.  There are hun-

dreds of manufacturers of clothing, edged 

tools, ammunition, and firearms.  There 

are more manufacturers of optics than 

exhibit at the optics industryôs own trade 

shows, including the largest one, Photon-

ics West. 

 In the years Iôve attended, 1997-

2011, the SHOT Show has been held in 

Las Vegas (11), in Orlando (2), in New 

Orleans (1), and in Atlanta (1).  The ad-

mission fee has been raised from about 

$15 to $50.  Whether a visitor attends for 

one day or for all four days (Tuesday-

Friday), the fee is the same. 

 The Law Enforcement & Mili-

tary section of the show has grown from 

a couple of aisles to become a major sub-

division of the show.  Iôve seen firearms 

ranging from pistols smaller than my 

hand to Browning M2 machine guns and 

7.62 x 51 electric machine guns. 

 Of greatest interest to me are 

the optics products.  Iôve seen sophisti-

cated night vision products from some of 

Americaôs best manufacturers to observa-

tion telescopes designed by people who 

can scarcely spell ñoptics.ò  Many manu-

facturers of optics are there every year 

and many make just one visit.  The 

SHOT Show is a wonderfully efficient 

filter and informs the poorly qualified 

very rapidly of their standing in the com-

munity. 

 Nowhere else have I found 

manufacturers willing to permit any at-

tendee to fondle $125,000 shotguns and 

$25,000 rifles. 

 On the final afternoon of the 

show, I spend a few hours buying items 

from manufacturers of small items.  Ex-

hibitors such as Remington and Winches-

ter ship their ñboothsò from one show to 

the next, but exhibitors of small items 

often sell their wares on the final after-

noon rather than packing hundreds of 

items for shipment back to the home of-

fice. 

 

Contact Charley Robertson and Ron 

Peterson for their comments on what 

Iôve written, if you like. 

Whittington Center Membership Program Informational 


